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but most of the Acts of the century aim rather at preventing
excessive rates.

The removal of the control of the Church in this matter
together with the slackening of gild and municipal regulation
justified to some extent the excessive interference of the central
government, and, though the merchants might oppose, the
general feeling of the more reputable elements of society approved
its constant efforts to protect the worker against exploitation
by ruthless ' business ' methods,

But if, on the one hand, the industnal and commercial capitalist
demanded and obtained more freedom to do as he willed with
his own, he by no means wished to relinquish the tradition he
had inherited from the Middle Ages of excluding others from
his opportunities. Thus the merchants who traded with Spain
under James I made bitter complaint of unauthorized rivals
who competed with them, shopkeepers who sent out agents or
manufacturers who tried to deal directly with the market
instead of through the merchants. Worse still they did, antici-
pating the practice of certain pushing people of modern times,
for they sold goods under cost price in order to get nd of inferior
stock or to secure a reciprocal trade. For it was worth while
to lose a little even on good English cloth, if they could fill their
holds in return with wines and oils or, worst of all, that new and
outrageous luxury tobacco ! In like wise the Shrewsbury drapers
tried to keep their monopoly of finishing the products of the
looms of the Welsh villages in their hinterland, and bitterly
resented the advent of the agents of the merchant exporter from
London. Indeed, in industry as in religion men only asked
freedom for themselves, they had no desire to give it to others.

There was, however, a change, an expansion. Just as in the
Middle Ages town competed with town and jealously excluded
its rivals, so now arose an international competition which
became, by the time of James I, a conscious policy. Such
sixteenth-century governments as could spare time from wars
and religious feuds entered on a policy of encouragement of
trade and of regulation of industry which definitely aimed at